Common Aviation Mnemonics

Required Equipment – VFR Day


TOMATO FFLAAMES
· Tachometer

· Oil pressure

· Manifold pressure

· Altimeter

· Temperature gauge

· Oil temperature (for each water cooled engine)

· Fuel gauge

· Flotation gear (if for hire)

· Landing gear position indicator

· Airspeed indicator

· Anticollision light system

· Magnetic direction indicator

· ELT

· Safety belts

Required Equipment – VFR Night


VFR Day plus:  FFLAPS
· Flashlight

· Fuses

· Landing light

· Anticollision lights

· Position lights

· Source of electrical energy

Required Equipment – IFR



VFR Day, VFR Night, plus:  GRAB CARD
· Generator or alternator

· Radios (for facilities used)

· Altimeter (sensitive)

· Ball

· Clock (w/second hand or digital)

· Attitude indicator

· Rate of turn

· Directional gyro

Pre-Landing Check



GUMPSS
· Gas (fullest tank, boost pump on)

· Undercarriage

· Mixture

· Propeller

· Switches (lights, air conditioning, autopilot)

· Seatbelts

Shutdown




SLIM

· Switches (turn off all switches)

· Lean (the mixture)

· Ignition (off)

· Master (off)

Decision Making




DECIDE

· Detect
(problem)

· Estimate
(need for action)

· Choose 
(desired outcome)

· Identify
(actions to create outcome)

· Do
(the action)

· Evaluate
(the effect)

Personal Checklist




I’M SAFE

· Illness

· Medication

· Stress

· Alcohol

· Fatigue

· Emotion

Spin Recovery




PARE

· Power

· Aileron

· Rudder

· Elevator

Compass Acceleration Error




ANDS

· Accelerate North

· Decelerate South

Compass Turning Error




UNOS

· Undershoot North
(North Lags)

· Overshoot South
(South Leads)

     Alternatively:




ANDS

· Anticipate North

· Delay South

Before Takeoff Check




ABCDEF: Lights, Camera, Action

· Autopilot (off)

· Boost pump

· Cowl flaps

· DG (set to compass)

· Elevator (trim)

· Flaps (set for takeoff)

· Lights:  strobe, landing lights, etc.

· Camera: transponder

· Action:  (mixture, props, throttle)

On Takeoff Roll




Three in the green, airspeed increasing

· Check green indications for oil pressure, oil temp, RPM



Adjust as needed for airplane, e.g. for a fuel- injected engine, use “four in the green” – add a check of the fuel flow.  For a high performance complex plane, use “three by three in the green” – manifold pressure, RPM, fuel flow / oil pressure, oil temperature, CHT.

