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Introduction:

     I arrived to the field the same time Bob did.  He greeted me with a smile and we talked about the complete history of the DC-3.  He had a few stories to tell and after chewing the fat for 20 minutes we began.

The Oral:
Bob asked me about the following:

· “Show me that the airplane is legal”

· “What kind of engine do you have in there?”

· “What do you use your flaps for?”

· “What kind of gas can you use?”

· Requirements to maintain currency.

· Survival gear for flights over remote or desolate regions.

· MOAs and Restricted areas.

· TRSA

· Requirements for entering Class “B” airspace

· Requirements for entering Class “C” airspace

· Flight planning, things you need to know about your destination and alternate airports (is it attended?  NOTAMS?  Night Cross-Countries)

· CARBURETOR ICING!  If you don’t know everything about Carb Icing, you will after he explains it all.  Good stuff.

· Low vs. High pressure areas – predict the winds – Isobars on a weather map.

· The last thing was “Ok, go to the airplane and get ready.  Don’t do a 100 hour inspection, just get it ready to go.”  I mentioned that I had given the airplane a complete preflight earlier and that I was going to do a quick walk around and visually inspect the fuel tanks.

The Flight:

     The flight began with a run up and then a short field takeoff.  After takeoff we began the cross-country and flew to my first checkpoint.  He diverted me to Macon after that and once I gave him the distance, speed, and time en route he had me put on the foggles.  I did 2 turns, and climb at 90 KIAS and a descent at 100 KIAS.  From there he put the airplane in an unusual attitude and gave me the controls.  After that, we did steep turns to the left and right, and then slow flight.  In slow flight he had me transition to a power off stall and then he asked for a power on stall.  From there he asked me to take him back to Tara Field using any method I wanted to.  The ATL VORTAC made this the easiest task of the day!  Back at the airport he wanted a short field landing, and wanted me to go directly from the short field landing to a soft field take off.  That transition was a bit difficult, but not impossible.  The last and final landing was a soft field, but I had to go around once because my approach on short final was a bit crazy from the gusty winds.  He said, “you have all that runway there, why didn’t you land?”  I told him that I didn’t feel comfortable with the approach and that I’m not one to try and save a bad approach.  He simply said, “good.”  I did the soft field landing and we taxied back to the ramp.

 Conclusion:

     Bob is a nice guy with a lot of knowledge.  He understands that people get nervous on check rides and he focuses more on safety than strict PTS tolerances.  He’s more than happy to answer questions and explain things in great detail.  Be sure to ask him what you need to work on based on your flight with him.  

